Introduction
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the 10 chronic diseases included in the analysis. Hypertension (36.4%), dyslipidemia (22.1%), 144 osteoarthritis (19.8%), and diabetes mellitus (14.4%) were the most prevalent diseases and at least 145 one of the 10 diseases existed as a multimorbidity in over 60% of multimorbid patients; stroke 146 occurred in 87.1% (the highest) and tuberculosis in 63.2% (the lowest). The number of co-147 occurring diseases varied between 2.2 and 2.9 depending on the index disease. one of the three classes based on the highest membership probability. The relatively healthy group 155 included those with a low prevalence of all evaluated chronic conditions. The dyslipidemia 156 response probabilities were very similar for the two multimorbid groups but dyslipidemia was 157 classified as a cardiometabolic condition based on the clinical nature of the disease; thus, the 158 cardiometabolic conditions group was populated by those with high probabilities of hypertension, 159 dyslipidemia, stroke, and diabetes mellitus. The class membership probabilities were 60.4, 27.8, 160 and 11.8% respectively, and the average posterior probabilities for all three classes exceeded 70%
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( Table 6 shows the association between class membership and health-related quality-of-life. 
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